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the Agrarians placed obstacles of an economic nature in
the way of a Czechoslovak-Hungarian understanding.
At that time I was not very familiar with the Czech
language and Machnik acted as an interpreter. Beran told
me of his son who was studying languages, and then he
drew my attention to the pretty women standing on the
platform. He took off his boots (they were the high sort
that were fashionable during the Monarchy) and his
jacket, and undid his collar, without being in the least
disturbed by the presence of the ' representative of public
opinion*

From that time onwards I had frequent opportunity
of meeting Beran and hearing his views. Whilst the late
V. Najman, formerly Minister for Railways and then
for Trade, had been an instrument of the Small-Traders'
Party, which he had founded, and at the same time an
excellent Party politician, Beran was merely the typical
secretary of a powerful political Party and was possessed
of no initiative. Nor did he enjoy much popularity,
although as Minister-Elect he had mobilised the films
and the Press to present his views. "When he appeared
in the news-films, the audience merely laughed. He lacked
all the attributes of a great statesman and only served
to trip up his rival, Dr Milan Hodza, the eminent Slovak
statesman who had frequently filled the Premiership. Yet
Beran achieved decisive power in Party politics and later
controlled political life. When President Benes resigned
his high office, Beran was the first to cast stones at him.

The Fascist publicist and former Minister for Railways,
Georg Stribrny (who kept the Central-European Press